J.R. Simplot Company
Simplot Headquarters
1099 W. Front Street

S I m I o t Boise, Idaho 83702
. P.0. Box 27

Boise, Idaho 83707

February 12, 2025

SENT VIA EMAIL TO: Eescdcopy.enrd@usdoj.qov

David Rosskam

U.S. Dept. of Justice

Ben Franklin Station

PO Box 7611

Washington, DC 20044-7611

RE: J.R. Simplot Don Plant Consent Decree Quarterly Periodic Report
No. 5

Dear Mr. Rosskam:

Pursuant to the Consent Decree (U.S. v. J.R. Simplot Company), Section VIII,
paragraph 52, attached is the Quarterly Periodic Progress Report No. 5.

Sincerely,
\ it - _S

Alan L. Prouty
Vice President, Environmental & Regulatory Affairs

Cc: EES Case Management Unit, Environment and Natural Resources
Division by mail
Kevin Schanilec, RCRA Enforcement Branch, Enforcement and
Compliance Assurance Division, US EPA Region 10 by mail
Thomas Perry, J.R. Simplot Company
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Certification Statement

RE: October 1, 2024 through December 31, 2024
Quarterly (Periodic) Progress Report No. 005

Pocatello, Idaho

| certify under penalty of law that this document and all attachments were prepared under
my direction or supervision in accordance with a system designed to assure that qualified
personnel properly gathered and evaluated the information submitted. Based on my
inquiry of the person or persons who manage the system, or those persons directly
responsible for gathering the information, the information submitted is to the best of my
knowledge and belief, true, accurate, and complete. | am aware that there are significant
penalties of submitting false information, including the possibility of fine and imprisonment
for knowing violations.

LU
02/12/2025
Alan L. Prouty Date

Vice President, Environmental & Regulatory Affairs
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Introduction

J.R. Simplot Company (Simplot) has prepared this quarterly progress report for the Don Plant
Facility consistent with Section VIII, Paragraph 52, on page 45 of the Consent Decree (CD), U.S.
v. J.R. Simplot Company, et al., 1:23-cv-322 (D. ldaho). This quarterly progress report presents
actions taken to comply with the CD between the dates of October 1, 2024 to December 31, 2024.
This is report number 005.

Status of Construction or Compliance Measures

No construction was conducted during this time period.
Engineering for the Acid Value Recovery system is in progress.

Multiple gypsum stack compliance measures have been initiated and are scheduled for
completion during 2" Quarter 2025 including an updated contingency plan and updated
operations plan.

This is the fifth required quarterly report.

Completion of Milestones

Revisions to the site’s TRI Reports for 2004-2012 were submitted in accordance with the CD on
December 19, 2024.

Funds for the Environmental Mitigation Project described in Appendix 11 were provided to IDEQ
on November 1, 2024.

As reported in the first quarterly report, BMP training was completed on March 7, 2024.

Problems Encountered or Anticipated, Together with Implemented
or Proposed Solutions

There were four sumps/pads that required weekly inspections.
e East Overflow Pond #2
o A thorough liner inspection and temporary repairs were completed in August and
September with continued weekly inspections to monitor drawn down of residual
material reporting to the inspection port.
o Afull liner replacement is planned for the Summer of 2025.
e 300 Sulfuric Sump
o Replacement work, incorporating a new design, of the sump was completed in
Mid-October 2024.
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o Following the replacement of the sump, no further issues have been noted with the
sump. Weekly inspections were discontinued in November.
e Car Wash Sump
o An action plan has been developed to replace seams along the launder system
reporting to the sump, as well as evaluate the transitions along the launder system.
The work is planned for March-April.
e #4 Sump
o An action plan is being developed for a thorough inspection.

iv. Status of Permit Applications

No permit applications to note for this time period.

v. Status of Plans for Closure and Long-Term Care; and Status of
Permit Application, as Applicable, for Closure or Long-Term Care

No plans for closure or long-term care.

vi. Operation and Maintenance Difficulties or Concerns

None to report for this time period.

vii. Status of Financial Assurance

Financial assurance was secured and CFO certifications were provided in accordance with the
CD on November 19, 2024.

viii. Reports to State Agencies Concerning Matters Enumerated

During the fourth quarter (October-December) 2024, the following documents were submitted to
the Idaho Department of Environmental Quality and/or the Environmental Protection Agency:

e Simplot Operable Unit RD/RA Action Monthly Progress Reports #269, #270, and #271
for September, October, and November 2024.

e Phosphoric Acid Plant Area Source Control and Groundwater Monitoring Monthly
Reports for September, October, and November 2024.

e Extraction Wells 414R and 426 Installation Summary Memorandum (Oct 2024).
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¢ Groundwater/Surface Water Remedy Revised 2023 Annual Report, Simplot Don Plant,
and responses to July 11-12, 2024, agency comments on the draft 2023 annual
monitoring report.

e Financial Assurance CFO Certificate, November 2024.

e Draft Agenda for Annual VCO Meeting held December 5, 2024.

¢ Notes and PowerPoint slides from monthly VCO/RRAP meetings (Oct-Dec).

¢ J.R. Simplot Don Plant TRI Revisions, December 2024.

o Responses to EPA Comments, December 4, 2024 EPA Comments - Proposed Changes
to EMF Quarterly Monitoring Reporting, Groundwater/Surface Water Remedy, Simplot
Operable Unit.

e Third Quarter 2024 Monitoring Report — Groundwater/Surface Water Remedy, Simplot
Operable Unit — Eastern Michaud Flats Superfund Site.

Description of any Violation of the Requirements of this Consent
Decree Reported under Paragraph 40 and an Explanation of the
Likely Cause of Such Violation and the Remedial Steps Taken, or
to be Taken, to Prevent or Minimize such Violation

One Consent Decree Paragraph 41 violation occurred during the 4" quarter of 2024. The violation
was a reportable spill (~44,115 gallons of 28% phosphoric acid were sent to the gypsum stack),
which occurred on November 5, 2025 due to an evaporator being put on wash without proper
header verification. The header in question controls whether an evaporator fills with wash water
(on wash) or product acid (normal acid production). As is normal during an evaporator wash, the
evaporator fills all the way up and ultimately goes “over the top”, which sends the wash liquid into
the condenser and out to the Reclaim Cooling Towers. The Reclaim Cooling Towers then report
to the phosphogypsum stack via the Digester Scrubber. The remedial steps taken to help prevent
this scenario from happening again in the future, include review and update of the evaporator
wash procedure, training on the updated procedure, temporarily have a second staff member
verify header valve settings when putting an evaporator on wash until procedure update and
training complete, add additional labelling in the header area, add additional lighting in the header
area, and evaluate adding additional signage in the header area.

Identification of any Confirmed “Critical Condition” as Defined
and Reported to EPA Pursuant to Appendix 1.D (Critical
Conditions and Temporary Measures)

No critical conditions at the gypsum stack to report.
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